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Minutes 

Welcome by Kerry Campbell – Kerry thanked our hosts, the DEP Southwest Regional Office, in Pittsburgh, and the group members for their participation in the Wind Working Group in this meeting.  He reviewed that Energy Harvest grants were due on Friday and expressed hope in looking forward to a number of great proposals in the future.  In addition, he stated that the Governor’s initiatives meant great prospects for wind growth in Pennsylvania. 

Maryanne gave an overview of the Wind Powering America program and what other states in the region are doing with their wind working groups.  Maryanne reminded the group of the due date for proposals for Section 9006 of the Farm Bill.
Thurman Brendlinger led the introductions and reviewed the notes from the last meeting.

He informed the group that PA DEP and Clean Air Council have applied to the US DOE for a wind working group enhancement grant.  The grant would cover the cost of developing a specific PA Wind Working Group website, have a statewide wind working group workshop and prepare a report for the 2005 All States Summit on the accomplishments of the group. 

Michael Kane of the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies reviewed the recent study they had done to examine the effects of renewable energy including wind on the Pennsylvania economy.  The Power Point slide show is available on www.cfalleghenies.org/Images/PA_Sustainable_Energy_Board.pdf.

James Marker, Somerset County Commissioner gave an overview of the County’s recent ordinance governing wind farm development.  As part of his conclusion he recommended that the state government get involved in some type governance over this type of development. 

Dan Desmond Deputy Director of the Pennsylvania DEP gave the group a look at the big picture of energy in the Commonwealth and how small wind can play a significant part of delivering energy to critical infrastructure in the state.  

Robert Greenlaw of Community Energy talked about the success of the PECO Wind offering in southeastern Pennsylvania.  It represents the first major utility wind offering in the state of Pennsylvania.  

Kerry Campbell reviewed the three committees formed for Wind Working Groups to reach the goals described by the plan.  1) Wind outreach 2) Wind development- wind farm project development and economic development and, 3) Advisory and Policy.

The following is a brief summary of the committee meetings:

1) Wind outreach-promotion and education (Led by Ed Johnstonbaugh)

A.  Pennsylvania Wind Working Group (PAWWG) website( windenergynow.org

B.  Raise awareness – SEF, WPP


         1.  Turnpike Kiosk


         2.  Brochures at wind farms


         3.  Renewable Energy Mass Media- TV


         4.  Team up with utilities 




a. Bill stuffers

b. Bill payer websites 


         5.  Clean Energy Expo 2006 - additional monies needed for the event


         6.  Develop K-12 curriculum


         7.  Find good projects to spotlight

2) Wind Development (Led by Mike Dolan)

A. WPA Wind Working Group Handbook information should be placed on the website or linked to from the PAWWG site.

B. Should augment Handbook with 

1. ALTA survey

a. Illustrates roadways and  transmission

b. Like title company

2.  Use articles as is, add additional page

C. Send flyer advertising website to Pennsylvania State Association of Townships and borough officials

3) Policy (Led by Kerry Campbell)

A. Encourage GATS tracking system for REC trading

B. Encourage standard interconnection and net metering legislation/policies.

C. Statewide Siting Ordinance with industry input.


         1.  If not statewide ordinance, can draft “Model Ordinance”.  After discussions, it became apparent that neither DEP nor PUC has existing authority to permit wind farms, as such, but that the group and DEP should establish a “model ordinance”, based in part on Somerset County’s.


         2.  Can incorporate other regulations or recommendations by reference, such as FAA, FCC, DEP Permits for site disturbance, etc.  The group should not otherwise try to incorporate noise levels into the ordinance.


         3.  Not recommended to reference upcoming FWS recommendations (too cumbersome), but some recommendations should be incorporated.


         4.  The ordinance should exempt turbines less than 100 kW.

Wrap up and next actions

1) Encourage others not present at the meeting to assist in committee work

2) Committee chairs continue email dialogue about their issues

3) Teleconference call arranged to get update on committee progress

4) Decide date for Philadelphia regional meeting likely in October

5) Let Thurm Brendlinger know if you plan to attend the meeting in Philadelphia in October.
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